
WELCOMING NEW 
INDONESIAN CAPITAL

“Together with the Community 
towards a New Kalimantan” was 
the theme of the joint meeting of 
the Bishops' Conference of Indo-
nesia (KWI) Commission for Socio-
Economic Development (PSE), Car-
itas Indonesia, the Commission for 
Justice, Peace, and Pastoral for Mi-
grant-Itinerant People (KKP-PMP), 
and the Secretariat of Gender and 
Women’s Empowerment (SGPP) 
with the dioceses of the Kaliman-
tan Regio on 19 – 22 April 2022.

The meeting that was held at 
the St. John Paul II Retreat House, 
Pontianak, West Kalimantan was 
attended by 38 people who were 
representatives from the Archdio-
cese of Samarinda, Archdiocese 
of Pontianak, Diocese of Tanjung 

Selor, Diocese of Banjarmasin, Dio-
cese of Palangkaraya, Diocese of 
Sintang, Diocese of Sanggau, and 
Diocese of Ketapang.

In the opening Mass, Mgr. Agus-
tinus Agus reminded the need for 
humility and solidarity and subsid-
iarity in service to the community. 
"To get to the face of a new Kali-
mantan, we must be able to work 
together and synergize," empha-
sized Mgr Agus.

All of the attendees actively par-
ticipate in this series of evaluations 
on the basic direction of the New 
Kalimantan Eco Pastoral Move-
ment which is a Joint Movement. 
The purpose of the basic direction 
of New Kalimantan is "Maintain-
ing and fighting for the integrity of 
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Representatives from Dioceses of the Kalimantan Regio and KWI Commissions. 
(Photo: Archdiocese of Pontianak)

Atambua Diocese together 
with Caritas Indonesia 
held MEAL training on 

April 25-26, 2022, at the Atambua 
Diocese Pastoral Hall. The partici-
pants practised the MEAL at the 
Rehabilitation-Reconstruction Pro-
gram intervention site in Malaka 
Regency on the 2nd day. All par-
ticipants were trained on how to 
do a good MEAL and its phases, as 
well as compiling a log frame. They 
were also trained in how to conduct 
discussions and interviews with 
beneficiaries. This training activity 
was opened and closed by the Vicar 
General of the Diocese of Atambua, 
Pastor Vincentius Wun, SVD.  

PRACTISING MEAL IN 
MALAKA

Apart from the Vicar General, 
the training that was facilitated 
by Caritas Indonesia and a team 
from Caritas Diocese of Denpasar 
was also attended by the Dean-
ery heads, the Director of Caritas 
Diocese of Atambua, coordinators, 
Diocese Commission for Socio-Eco-
nomic Development (PSE), Diocese 
Commission for Social Communica-
tion (Komsos), Diocese Commission 
for Youth (KomKep), staff and vol-
unteers. (tm, mdk)
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creation with the evangelical spirit and the values 
of the Rumah Panjang (Longhouse) to achieve com-
mon prosperity".

"We are gathered here to evaluate and cap-
ture strategic issues in recent years related to the 
transfer of IKN Nusantara to Kalimantan," said Br. 
Kris Tampajara, MTB as Coordinator of the Kali-
mantan Region PSE Commission.

On the sidelines of this series of activities, on 
April 20, 2022, a one-day seminar was held with 
the theme "Relocating the Nusantara National 
Capital (IKN)" with two main speakers, Dr. Ir. 
Chairil Abdini, MSc of the Ministry of National De-
velopment Planning/Bappenas and Dr. Drs. Adri-
anus Asia Sidot of the Indonesian House of Repre-
sentatives, and moderated by Father Fredy Rante 
Taruk (Executive Director of Caritas Indonesia).

According to Adrianus, the priority that must 
be prepared to welcome the IKN in Kalimantan is 
to increase human resources in local communities 
through education. Meanwhile, Chairil reminded 
the importance of maintaining the spirit of diver-
sity. "The IKN Nusantara must be a city that is en-
vironmentally friendly and has a high-tech civili-
zation without ignoring the values of diversity as 
the spirit of our nation," he said.

This seminar was attended by 125 participants 
who were representatives from various elements 
of society such as the Indonesian Catholic Stu-

dents Association (PMKRI), Indonesian Catholic 
Women (WKRI), Catholic Youth, Indonesian Cath-
olic Scholar Association (ISKA), several priests, 
religious congregations in the Pontianak Archdi-
ocese, Teacher Training College (STKIP) Pamane 
Talino, and the State Catholic College (STAKatN).

The Secretary of the PSE Commission, Fr. Ewal-
dus, stated that the formulation of the concept of 
"Eco-Pastoral Laudato Si' towards a New Kaliman-
tan" is one of the steering efforts that still need to 
be realized in actions that involve many parties 
and need broad support from various elements of 
society.

Increasing human resources through regener-
ation, animation, and synergies across the Com-
missions and Caritas needs to be done collabor-
atively with the support of publications, so that 
"New Kalimantan" can resonate in people's lives, 
especially in Kalimantan. The evaluation and for-
mulation of strategic issues of the “New Kaliman-
tan” movement with the IKN were facilitated by 
Fr. Fredy Rante Taruk.

Among those participants were Fr. Aegidius 
Eko Aldilanta O'Carm (Secretary of KKP-PMP 
KWI), Sr. M. Natalia OP (Secretary of SGPP KWI), 
and also Dr. Maria Ratnaningsih, an environmen-
tal expert in the economic aspect who joint via 
zoom link. (fdl, as)

One-day seminar at the St. John Paul II, Retreat House, 
Pontianak . (Photo: Archdiocese of Pontianak)
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A villager in one of the temporary evacuation points at 
Sumbersari Village. (Photo: Dody/Caritas Indonesia)

Gunawan still remembers a message about 
a location located in the Perhutani area 
at the foot of Mount Semeru. The local 

oldies said, if something happens to Mount Seme-
ru, that location could be a safe place to stay. 

He, as well as the people of Supit Urang Village 
and Oro-oro Ombo Village, remembered well the 
message. So, anytime Mount Semeru erupts, this 
location, which is not far from Sumber Sari Kam-
pong, becomes a place to stay.

Last year, when Mount Semeru re-ejecting ash 
clouds and pyroclastic flows (APG) on December 4, 
2021, the villagers fled to the mentioned place and 
stay there for a while. The choice of this location 
as a temporary shelter is an expression of local 
wisdom.

The Humanitarian Solidarity Team of Malang 
Diocese (TSKKM) together with Caritas Indonesia 
served Sumber Sari Kampong and supported the 
construction of Temporary Evacuation Place (TES) 

in that location. Also, access to the place has been 
developed to make it easier for people to pass.

The Director of TSKKM, Father Agustinus Mary-
anto O. Carm, hopes that this location will be used 
by residents when there is another threat of cold 
lava from Mount Semeru. 

“This is one of Church's contributions to the 
community in Sumber Sari Kampong. I hope this 
facility can be used in emergencies,” said this 
priest of the Carmelites. 

Novan, one of the TSKKM staff, explained that 
the selection of temporary shelter locations was 
based on locals' considerations about the tradition 
they used in emergencies.

"There is another location. It is also around the 
Sumber Sari Kampong, but the access to this loca-
tion is quite difficult, especially for the elderly," 
said Gunawan.

With the completion of the TES construction, 
Gunawan and people around Sumber Sari Kam-

TO BE A DISASTER 
RESILIENT VILLAGE
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The reconstructed access to temporary shelters point.
(Photo: Novan/TSKKM)

pong have a safe temporary shelter that is located 
not far from residential areas and is easily acces-
sible, especially for the elderly. 

Disaster Preparedness Documents
The construction of TES is not the only support 

Caritas assistance to the local community. The 
TSKKM Program Manager, Brother Marco Pantja 
Anugrah Putra, O. Carm, said that Caritas also sup-
ports the establishment of the traditional associa-
tion named Gelendang Semeru. 

The Gelendang Semeru Association is a disaster 
preparedness community that was formed among 
residents in Sumber Sari Kampong and its sur-
roundings.

There are smaller groups in Gelendang Semeru 
that are each equipped with a disaster prepared-
ness bag containing a set of items to support disas-
ter preparedness. Br. Marco hopes that this group 
will be front-liners when a disaster occurs.

In a meeting at the house of locals in Sumber 
Sari, a TSKKM staff named Mugi explained that the 
villagers had also succeeded in compiling a pre-
paredness document containing technical guid-
ance in emergencies. 

The document also provides early guidelines 
and what to do in the event of a volcanic eruption.

"With the preparedness bag and documents, 
it is hoped that the community know what to do 
when an eruption occurs," he said.

To anticipate the evacuation of elderly groups, 
TSKKM has also prepared a map of vulnerable 
houses. 

Mugi explained that this map is important for 
residents and volunteers who are assigned in a di-
saster situation. The map will guide volunteers to 
identify houses in which there are elderly or vul-
nerable live.

“We have also prepared evacuation routes, ear-
ly warning equipment, and disaster documents to 
strengthen the community in disaster situations. 
It is hoped that they will be ready and know what 
to do in the event of an eruption or when the py-
roclastic flow occurs," added Mugi.

Gunawan and his fellow resident are grateful 
for the assistance provided by TSKKM.

However, the more important value that peo-
ple gained from the assistance provided by TSKKM 
is the closer relations, harmony, and togetherness 
among residents. He saw that the community 
awareness and preparedness for disasters also in-
creased.

“To be honest, what Caritas has given us is very 
significant. We become more aware of disasters 
and are getting closer as community members,” 
said Gunawan. (aes, mdk)
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The reconstructed access to temporary shelters point.
(Photo: Novan/TSKKM)

Care for plants in the office environment is part of 
Sukardi's dedication. (Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia)

CARITAS INDONESIA - “Sincerest thanks to 
Father Fredy and all friends for the cooperation 
during my assignment here, especially when I 
wasn't able on duty because of a health condi-
tion,” said Sukardi (59) on Friday, April 8, 2022. 
It was the last day Sukardi served the Caritas In-
donesia (KARINA KWI) office as Security Officer.

Born on June 17, 1963, Sukardi who is famil-
iarly called 'Pak Kardi', had worked in the same 
field at a garment company in the Tangerang 
area for 8 years and in the Pluit area for 2 years.

Protecting Staff and Workplace
Starting as part of the Bishops' Conference of 

Indonesia (KWI) employee in 2008, Pak Kardi is 
known as a friendly person. 

Rudy Raka, Coordinator of Caritas Indonesia's 
ER-DRR Division, said that Pak Kardi is a person 
who cares about the staff and the cleanliness of 
the environment around the office.

"In addition to being a friendly and hard-

working person, Pak Kardi is keen on maintain-
ing relations with the surrounding community," 
said Rudy.

Doni Akur, Coordinator of the Diocesan Ac-
companiment Division (DA) underlined what 
Rudy had said, that Pak Kardi is a person who 
cares and is disciplined in carrying out his du-
ties.

"In addition to always greeting us when we 
arrive at the office and leave the office, Pak Kar-
di is a person who is very concerned about the 
cleanliness of the office environment, including 
taking care of plants," added Doni.

Protecting institutional assets is always in 
mind during his duty in KARINA’s office. Pak 
Kardi understands very well what his super-
visor ordered to him that institutional asset 
means both employee and the building with its 
infrastructures. For him, responsibility is an es-
sential point in the field of Security.

PAK KARDI: A ROLE 
MODEL OF DEDICATION
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Sukardi checked regularly all fire extinguishers in KARINA's office. 
(Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia)

Expelling the Brawl
The most memorable experience for this fa-

ther of 3 adults was when a mass brawl occurred 
right in front of KARINA's office, in the Matra-
man area. 

The incident that happened at midnight in 
2019 was marked on his memory.

The brawl between the two groups of teenag-
ers happened when Pak Kardi was on his shift at 
night. 

His responsibility called him to act immedi-
ately to secure KARINA's office building as an 
institution's asset.

In addition to carrying various kinds of sharp 
weapons in the hands of several people involved 
in the brawl, Pak Kardi also saw stones size of 
an adult's fist, f lew in random directions endan-
gering many people, including threatening of-
fice safety.

“I directly come out with the community 
protection officers to expel them away from the 
area,” recalls Pak Kardi, who almost became a 
victim of flowing stones thrown at the office.

Role Model
Executive Director of Caritas Indonesia, Fr. 

Fredy Rante Taruk, affirmed Pak Kardi as a per-
son who should be a role model in religious life.

"On behalf of the Board and Management, I 
thank you for the dedication and service of Pak 
Kardi so far," expressed Fr. Fredy.

Together with Pak Parno, a fellow Security Of-
ficer who is also no longer on duty at the Caritas 
Indonesia office, Pak Kardi is the faithful prayer, 
"I saw by myself and was very impressed with 5 
times prayer a day accordingly," added Fr. Fredy.

Pak Kardi's model in carrying out his duties 
and obligations is undeniable. He reached secu-
rity training up to the Gada Madya level and has 
faced various tasks. 

His dedication is an inspiration not only for 
other KARINA Security Officers who continue 
his role but also for all Caritas Indonesia staff.  

When he was asked if had anything else to 
say, Pak Kardi politely said “To all directors and 
friends, thank you very much for everything. 
Thank you for your attention to me while work-
ing at KARINA KWI. Stay healthy and Salam Be-
larasa. Keep it up Karina KWI!” (as, mdk)
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VISION OF HARMONY: 
LAUDATO SI'

Father ALexius Andang Listyo Binawan, SJ (left) and Setyo Budiantoro (right). 
(Photo: KWI)

Caring for the nature is part of faith ex-
pression. Evangelisation is not intended 
for humans only, but also for all crea-

tures. For this reason, every action against nature 
is a manifestation of evangelisation. 

Father Alexius Andang Listyo Binawan, SJ deliv-
ered those points in an internal discussion held by 
the Commission for Socio-Economic Development 
of the Bishops' Conference of Indonesia (KWI) re-
garding the Laudato Si' Action Plan of the KWI 
Building, Jakarta, on April 18, 2022.

Father Andang was one of the initiators of the 
“From Waste to Bless” (Sampah menjadi Berkah) 
movement in the Jakarta Archdiocese (KAJ). One 
of its campaigns was the making of Biopori (water-
absorbing pit dug into the ground) around church 
complexes throughout the diocese. 

In addition, this movement also encourages 

people to make Biopori around their respective 
homes.

Fr. Andang explained, that if we look more 
closely, the making of Biopori is also an act of 
evangelisation. This Biopori hole becomes the 
entrance of water into the soil. Furthermore, the 
water will become a source of life for worms and 
plants that grow on it. 

"This is the real evangelisation to all creatures," 
said Fr. Andang.

The Jesuits who is also a lecturer at the Dri-
yarkara School of Philosophy continued, that Pope 
Francis' encyclical Laudato Si' is an encourage-
ment of the Church for humans to change their 
lifestyle to be more in harmony with the environ-
ment. 

In this encyclical, according to Fr. Andang, the 
Church wants to raise people's awareness and pro-
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mote a way of life that is more friendly to the en-
vironment.

He emphasized the importance of the inter-sec-
toral works to realize Laudato Si's values. In this 
case, there needs to be communication, coordina-
tion, and synergy between pastoral commissions 
within the Church. In this way, each commission in 
the Catholic Church can find its way to realize the 
evangelisation of faith as intended in Laudato Si.

What the Church does regarding environmental 
concerns could be different from the movements 
initiated other by non-government organisations. 
It must be underlined, that in this case, the Church 
is not a social institution that focuses on results. 

Regarding environmental concerns as a con-
crete manifestation of Laudato Si', the Church 
must not be trapped and become like an NGO. The 
church needs to emphasize that the main thing is 
the process of the movement, whereby caring for 
nature, the people are invited to grow in faith.

“The main thing in this movement is not the 
result, but the process. Inside every phase of this 
movement, people grow in faith,” said Father An-
dang.

Indonesia Vision 2045
Setyo Budiantoro of the Ministry of National De-

velopment Planning/BAPPENAS reminded us that 
the earth's capacity is increasingly limited to hu-
man needs. In this second session of discussion, he 
pointed out that the exploitation of the earth has 
exceeded the limit. This needs to be a serious con-
cern so that the earth is still able to provide for the 
needs of human life.

According to Setyo, Pope Francis through Lau-
dato Si' also has serious concern about it. The ex-
ploitation of the planet has exceeded the maximum 
limit, where humans have not solved the problem 
of poverty. Again, the ecological crisis and the mas-
sive destruction of biodiversity can threaten the 
very existence of the human race.

On the occasion of the United Nations General 
Assembly, September 25, 2015, Pope Francis deliv-
ered a speech which is also in line with the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs).

The Pope declared several key messages, such as 
the fulfilment of the "right to the environment", 
any harm done to the environment therefore is 
harm to humanity, and the poor are the victims 
who suffer the most due to environmental destruc-
tion exclusivity and inequality are getting worse. 

The SDGs agreement is a sign of hope and concrete 
action is needed.

Setyo then explained the "Vision of Indonesia 
2045" which essentially contains Indonesia's dream 
to become a developed country in 2045. This vision 
is faced with environmental problems that are now 
facing the world and Indonesia.

The 2020-2024 National Medium-Term Develop-
ment Plan (RPJMN) is the starting point for achiev-
ing the goals of Vision 2045. At that time, one of the 
indicators of being a developed country was that 
the income per capita of the Indonesian population 
was above $13,000.

“It's not easy to achieve Indonesia's Vision 2045. 
Many things need to be fixed and sorted out," said 
Setyo.

Six strategies are carried out, namely, realizing 
competitive human resources, a green economy, 
integration of the domestic economy, increasing 
economic productivity, digital transformation, and 
relocating the national capital.

Setyo said that to realize Indonesia's Vision 2045, 
of course, there is a role for religious institutions. 
He saw the need for inter-religious cooperation to 
build awareness of this collective leadership.

"Religion plays a role in keeping this develop-
ment in line with the values of faith," he said.

Director of Caritas Indonesia, Father Fredy 
Rante Taruk, who was also present in this discus-
sion, noted the role of microeconomic institutions 
in Indonesia's Vision 2045. He hopes that the state 
will pay attention to the people's economy. Do not 
let State-Owned Enterprises (BUMN) only pay at-
tention to macroeconomics and forget about the 
small-scale people's economy.

Any harm done to the 
environment therefore is 
harm to humanity, and 
the poor are the victims 
who suffer the most due to 
environmental destruction.

Participants and facilitators in  
(Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia)
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Participants and facilitators in  
(Photo: Albert/Caritas Indonesia)

Material damages due to natural disas-
ters are often followed by psycho-
logical impacts, either directly or in-

directly, and appear through various symptoms 
such as trauma and stress.

Feelings of anger, disgust, fear, worry, happi-
ness, sadness and even 'shock' as emotions with 
the shortest duration, were also found in disaster 
emergencies.

"All kinds of emotions are found in a disaster 
situation," told Lies Pranowo, one of the facilita-
tors of the Training of Trainer (ToT) for religious 
leaders which was held at St. Maria Guadalupe 

Prayer House, East Jakarta.
In this training, participants gain an increased 

understanding of the importance of implement-
ing Initial Psychosocial Support (DPA) as soon as 
possible during the disaster emergency response 
period.

The basic principles of DPA such as observ-
ing, listening and connecting, as well as the three 
stages of DPA as the cycle response stage, the 
recovery and the reconstruction stages, are also 
discussed in the training which will take place 
from 21–23 April 2022.

The implementation of DPA should also heed 

THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT
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Dialogue between facilitator and participants. 
(Photo: Albert/Dok. Caritas Indonesia)

or be facilitated in language that is 
easily understood by the local com-
munity, including survivors who 
are victims of Gender-Based Vio-
lence (KBG).

"Besides physical appearance, 
the language used must also be fol-
lowing the conditions of the survi-
vors in the field," said Rudy Raka, a 
facilitator from Caritas Indonesia.

Connecting Survivors
An understanding of the impact 

of disasters on children, women 
and vulnerable groups, including 
persons with disabilities, is very im-
portant before implementing DPA.

Included in this understanding is 
paying attention to the guidelines 
as stated in the Regulation of the 
Minister of Social Affairs No. 12 of 
2018 concerning Guidelines for Pre-
vention and Handling of Detention 
for Persons with Mental Disabilities.

This ToT activity is the imple-
mentation of the SinerGi Project 
(Supporting Disaster Preparedness 
of Local NGOs and Communities), a 
collaborative project from the Hu-
manitarian Forum Indonesia (HFI), 
Wahana Visi and RedR Indonesia 

supported by the USAID.
Facilitators involved in the train-

ing were Rudy Raka (Caritas Indone-
sia), Liest Pranowo and Lily Azali of 
Indonesia Catholic Women (WKRI), 
and Theresia Triza Yusino of the 
Secretariat of Gender and Wom-
en’s Empowerment (SGPP KWI). 
Also, there were Audra Jovani of 
the Commission for Justice, Peace, 
and Pastoral for Migrant-Itinerant 
People (KKP-PMP KWI) and Noridha 
Weningsari from Jakarta Integrated 
Service Center for Women's Em-
powerment and Children (P2TP2A).

The purpose of this training was 
to increase the understanding of 
religious leaders regarding Initial 
Psychosocial Support (DPA) during 
a disaster. It was attended by ap-
proximately 30 participants as rep-
resentatives of the Commission for 
Ecumenical and Interreligious Af-
fairs (HAK) of Jakarta Archdiocese, 
the Lembaga Daya Dharma (LDD), 
the National and Provincial Boards 
of WKRI, SGPP of Jakarta Archdio-
cese, (PMKRI), Catholic Youth, and 
Caritas Indonesia. (as,mdk)
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